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Press release
Digital Tachograph Communicates with Smartphones
· The new DTCO SmartLink and the VDO Driver app turn smartphones into an interface between the driver, tachograph and fleet manager.

Villingen-Schwenningen, December 11, 2012. Smartphones have long since become the constant companion of many a long-distance truck driver on the road, supplying reliable information via the Internet and providing a means of communication with the fleet headquarters. Now, with the new DTCO SmartLink and the VDO Driver app, drivers can use their smartphones to access digital tachographs. To do this, DTCO SmartLink establishes a direct connection via Bluetooth between the tachograph and the driver’s smartphone.
All the driver has to do is plug DTCO SmartLink into the interface on the front of the DTCO. As soon as a connection is established with the smartphone, it can be used as a remote control for the tachograph. Once VDO Driver app is activated, drivers can then carry out operations on the tachograph conveniently via their own smartphone. But this interplay between the two devices offers even greater advantages: Drivers can also have their driving and rest times displayed on the smartphones in easy-to-read graphics. To do this, the app uses the data from the VDO Counter that is implemented in DTCOs version 2.0a and higher. VDO Counter calculates the remaining driving and rest times in real time and outputs them directly to the DCTO 2.0 screen, or to the smartphone using DTCO SmartLink and the VDO Driver app. Drivers can then see at a glance how long they have left to drive, or when they can stop resting.
The smartphone display has a user-friendly design that makes it easy for drivers to plan their breaks. Other functions in the VDO Driver app include a calendar display that outputs driver information to the smartphone when the driver card is inserted. Moreover, VDO TIS Web customers can take advantage of the TIS Web Fleet app: This has the same functions as the VDO Driver app but with an additional messaging service. It provides a quick and simple means for drivers and fleet managers to communicate and at the same time access VDO TIS Web fleet management data. DTCO SmartLink is compatible with all DTCO versions from series R1.3. With DTCO version 2.0a and higher, users have access to VDO Counter data. The VDO apps are available for smartphones running on Android; a similar app for iPhones will be available later.
Dr. Michael Ruf, Head of Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket at Continental: “With DTCO SmartLink and our app solutions, we are adding one more element to our vision of Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS). We provide the means for efficient driving by delivering a maximum of information about the vehicle, and for permanent data-sharing between drivers and fleet headquarters.”
With sales of €30.5 billion in 2011, Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, Continental contributes to enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also an expert partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently has approximately 170,000 employees in 46 countries.
The Automotive Group with its three divisions Chassis & Safety (sales of approximately €6.5 billion in 2011, 33,000 employees), Powertrain (sales of approximately €5.8 billion in 2011, 31,000 employees) and Interior (sales of approximately €6.1 billion in 2011, 32,000 employees) achieved sales of approximately €18.5 billion in 2011. The Automotive Group is present in more than 170 locations worldwide. As a partner of the automotive and commercial vehicle industry, it develops and produces innovative products and systems for a modern automotive future, in which cars provide individual mobility and driving pleasure consistent with driving safety, environmental responsibility and cost-efficiency. 

Within the Continental Interior Division the Commercial Vehicles & Aftermarket Business Unit accommodates the specific requirements of the commercial vehicle, special vehicle and aftermarket sector. A global network of sales and service companies ensures proximity to local customers. Covering the product brands Continental, VDO, ATE and Barum the Business Unit offers electronic products, systems and services for commercial and special vehicles, a broad selection of products for specialized workshops and spare parts for the Independent Aftermarket and the Original Equipment Services after end of series production of the vehicle manufacturer.
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